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“...to provide a Christ-centered environment, apart from the everyday world, 
where all are welcome to increase their knowledge of and commitment to Christ, 

and join as fellow pilgrims on their journey of faith with God.”

Our Mission:

Sincerely,

Martin Rosales

  Thousands of guests visited Whispering Winds this year for different reasons, but 
inevitably each was touched by the presence of God in his or her own way while on the 
mountain. It may have happened during the quiet of a sunrise hike, or because of an 
encouraging comment from a retreat leader, or in a moment of prayer at the Chapel. These 
God-filled experiences abound at Whispering Winds because of our dedication to providing 
a natural, safe environment where all can experience a tangible faith.

    Creating a place for faith to come alive is especially important for sustaining the Church. 
More and more youth are losing interest in their faith, putting our Church’s future as a whole 
in jeopardy. However, when college students were asked who or what has been the biggest 
influence on their present commitment to Christ, “youth leaders,” and “attending retreats” 
topped the list. Whispering Winds is proud to be a favorite retreat destination for church youth 
groups, parochial schools, high schools, and Catholic universities throughout San Diego 
County and beyond. 

    The impact of a retreat experience away from the everyday is profound, and those 
who give of their time, talent, and treasure to the mission of Whispering Winds are 
investing in the future of our Church.

  The camp exists thanks to the faithfulness of many who have chosen to invest in the lives 
of future generations. Thank you for your stewardship and especially for your prayers as 
Whispering Winds continues to grow and offer year-round services to the faith 
community.

A letter from the 
Executive Director,

Martin Rosales

Our Mission:
“…to provide a Christ-centered environment, apart from the everyday world, 

where all are welcome to increase their knowledge of and commitment to Christ, 
and join as fellow pilgrims on their journey of faith with God.”

A letter from the Executive Director,
Martin Rosales

At the age of 15, while attending a youth retreat, I experienced Christ in a deeply 
personal way. I was inspired to serve Him and my life’s course was forever changed. I 
became a full-time missionary in my early 20’s, and for the next 15 years travelled to 44 
countries. I witnessed God’s presence and His power to heal. For me, it solidified the fact 
that unless one has a personal encounter with the living God, faith has no meaning.

In Calcutta, Mother Teresa reminded me and my co-workers that it is Jesus who does 
the work. Our task was to serve as His hands and feet. It was most important to love 
people and allow the Holy Spirit to transform their hearts through that experience. I 
witnessed people’s lives transformed through physical, emotional and spiritual healing. 
I saw hearts and lives changed. It was then that I further understood the joy of bringing 
people to God while trusting Him to bring about the healing of each. I work at
Whispering Winds to live that model. It is my goal to lead others in the process of
maintaining our mission by providing a place where all are welcome. As many of us 
have heard our co-founder, Don Kojis, say, “It’s our job to bring them here - let the
Holy Spirit do the rest!”

While remaining committed to the primary focus of our Christ-centered ministry, we 
are dedicated to the best business practices and highest standards as outlined for the 
non-profit hospitality industry.  In the gospel of Matthew, we are told that we will be 

known by the fruit we bear.  Our fruit is measured 
first and foremost by the more than 10,000 lives we 
touch annually.  Whispering Winds flourishes because 
of your support. Thank you for joining us on this 
journey.  As “His hands and feet,” we are making a 
significant impact in God’s Kingdom. 

Sincerely,

Martin Rosales
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2018 Highlights
Whispering Winds celebrates 40 years!
Disciples Lodge is opening April 2019 with up to 100 beds in flexible lodge rooms.
Our first 4-day Family Camp was enjoyed by many families.
Camp improvements included upgrades to Cedar House and Meadow View Hall,
a new roof for Milner Lodge and a Mama Ghio Kitchen expansion.
We established a partnership with the Catholic Community Foundation of San Diego 
for our endowment fund.
Bishop John Dolan celebrates Mass at Special Needs Family Camp.

Ministry Impact for All Ages

Children: Middle School Camp, Foster Kids Camp, TAPS for children grieving the 
death of a loved one serving in our Armed Forces
Teens: Diocesan Camp Emmaus Leadership Institutes, Confirmation Retreats,
Kairos Retreats
Young Adults: Diocesan Young Adult Retreat, College Ministry & Leadership Retreats
Adults: Cursillo, Senior Moment Retreat, Noah Homes Camp for developmentally 
disabled adults
Families: Family Camp (first 4-day camp!), Military Family Camp, Special Needs
Family Camp, Seany’s Camp for families affected by cancer

Disciples Lodge
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2009
$433,977
$128,315
$219,174

$18,962
$800,428

$36,590$36,590
$0

$217,751
$254,340

$406
$0

$1,055,174

$477,273$477,273
$422,406
$899,679
$155,495

$147,628
$67,271

$214,899

 $(59,403.85) $(59,403.85)

$1,634,777
$183,711
$582,268

$1,236,220

2010
$419,517
$197,409
$119,692

$11,790
$748,408

$28,766$28,766
$0

$169,949
$198,715

$2,823
$2,900

$952,846

$452,892$452,892
$384,898
$837,789
$115,057

$163,153
$70,013

$233,167

 $(118,109.91) $(118,109.91)

$1,236,220
$514,718

$1,623,023
$127,915

2011
$484,811

$93,613
$223,373

$5,625
$807,421

$5,729$5,729
$15,144

$253,833
$274,705

$1,345
$128,385

$1,211,857

$426,993$426,993
$426,967
$853,959
$357,897

$193,436
$67,986

$261,421

 $96,475.93  $96,475.93 

$127,915
$581,662
$392,011
$317,566

non-audited financial data

Activity Summary
8,721
168
16,941
33,075

5
5
37
24

Guests Served
Groups Served

Guest Nights
Meals Served

WW Programs
Diocesan Programs

Churches Served
Schools Served

INCOME
 Camp Rentals & Store Sales
 Programs
 Food Service
 Challenge Course
 Camp Income

  In Kind Donations
 Grants
 Private Donors - Operations
 Total Fundraising - Operations
 Interest/Investment Income
 Extraordinary Income/Expenses

 TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSESEXPENSES
 Camp & Programs:
  Salaries & Benefits
  Operating & Other
 Total Camp & Programs Expenses
 Camp Surplus (Deficit)

 Administrative & Office:
    Salaries & Benefits
  Operating & Other
 Total Administrative Expenses

 OPERATIONAL SURPLUS (DEFICIT)

CAPITAL/BUILDING PROJECTS
 Balance at Beginning of Year
 Captial Income
  Capital Expenditures
 Year End Balance - Capital

    2011
Financial Summary

AN INVESTMENT IN MINISTRY
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2018
Financial Summary

an investment in ministry

Activity Summary
Est. Guests Served 10,000+ WW Programs 7
Groups Served 100 Diocesan Programs 3
Guest Nights 19,034 Churches Served 40
Meals Served 43,173 Schools Served 30
Website Visits 25,000+ eNewsletter Opens 36,786
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Saving Lives
Changing Lives

Impacting Lives

MARK G. SPERRAZZO, Principal, St. Therese Academy
Our 7th and 8th graders will once again be enjoying the wonders of God’s nature at 
Whispering Winds. I have always loved going to the mountain to get away from the daily 
grind. Our students experience something magical from the moment they arrive and take a 
deep breath of the fresh air. Thanks for always providing support to our youth while they 
are there learning to connect with God. I always find everyone accommodating and 
pleasant. pleasant. 

REBECCA KNAPP, Family Camper
Tropical vacations are nice, and day trips are fun, 
but Family Camp at Whispering Winds is the one 
vacation our family anxiously looks forward to 
every year. Blessings abound at this remarkable 
camp! 

“Our students 

experience something 

magical from the 

moment they arrive...”

BILL MONTAGUE, Family Camper
From my viewpoint everyone went down the hill with more than they brought up. Is this 
not the reason the camp came to be in the first place? And doesn’t it feel great to be 
doing the Lord’s work? Building stronger families in Christ is why we are here!
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testimonies
“I sensed God’s presence at camp in the 
beautiful acceptance people had for one 
another. I felt that it was how God
accepts us - just as we are. Often out in 
the world, age is looked down on, but 
here, age was celebrated.”

“We were totally blessed at the Senior 
Moment Retreat. The speaker was so 
spirit-filled. The music was over the top!  
We feel that being at Whispering Winds 
is the best of the Catholic Church!”

“I was deployed right after camp – the 
last chance for us to be together was 
at Whispering Winds. I am out here 
fighting the good fight, benefits of being 
an infantryman. My wife is at home 
with kids, soccer, school, her parents, 
her school and her work, as well as 
being worried about me. The strength, 
hope and joy you gave us has made us 
a strong team. Your theme was about 
water - now I cross the sea and keep 
referencing everything you guys put out 
and it is comforting. I cannot say thank 
you enough.”

Seniors

Youth Ministry Leader

Military Family Camp Dad

“On Friday night, four of our teen boys chose 
to sit in the back row for Mass. Saturday 
morning I chose to let them sit where they 
wanted. They sat in the second row, which is 
where they sat the rest of the weekend. God 
did not let them down - He touched them 
all. I believe that a seed was planted in them 
that will grow and produce fruit. On Sunday 
morning, all the parents showed up for our
final Mass. I asked the boys if they would like 
to sit with each of their families. Their
response shocked me. They all said no because 
they wanted to finish the weekend together. 
Whispering Winds provided the perfect
retreat for teenage boys and girls.”



   2011
Persons of the Year          Glenn and Susann Wilhite

Glenn and Susann Wilhite are dedicated to the mission of 
Whispering Winds in a variety of ways. Having both served on the Whispering Winds in a variety of ways. Having both served on the 
Board of Directors, they each have given of their time and talents to 
the camp. Most recently Glenn served as the Chair of the Building 
Committee for Founders Hall and the Prayer Chapel and returned to 
oversee construction of the new Dining Hall and Kitchen. For ten 
years and counting Susann supported the success of the annual 
Dinner Dance Gala and mentored the volunteer planning committee. 
Both Glenn and Susann are active in the Cursillo movement, the Both Glenn and Susann are active in the Cursillo movement, the 
ministry that first introduced them to Whispering Winds. 

With more than 340 guests in attendance at the 29th Annual Dinner Dance, the gala 
raised over $100,000 – the most funds raised by the event to date – to support ministry 
work and youth programs at the camp.

New Developments
DINING HALL AND MAMA GHIO’S KITCHEN
Blessed by an anonymous million dollar matching grant and an enthusiastic building 
committee, construction of a much needed permanent dining hall and kitchen was 
started this year. The new building will include energy efficient features and seat 
approximately 200 guests. Meal service will begin in fall of 2012!

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP
The Programs Team is hard at work developing an enriching camp experience for The Programs Team is hard at work developing an enriching camp experience for 
young teens to celebrate their faith in summer of 2012.
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PLANNED GIVING

By leaving a gift to the Whispering Winds 
Endowment, you become a member of the 

Holy Ground Society. This select group 
of men and women believe in securing a 

bright future for the camp.
When you make a gift of bequest to Whispering Winds, you are not only 
creating a legacy for you and your family, but contributing to the future 
of Whispering Winds.  A gift or bequest costs you nothing now, but offers 
you a way to support our endowment fund with an unrestricted gift or to 
support a program of your choice. We have established our Tisi Memorial 
Fund with the Catholic Community Foundation of San Diego to ensure 
long-term sustainability of the camp.

Making a bequest to Whispering Winds is easy.  You may add a codicil
to your present will or amend your present trust instrument. You can
designate a small percentage of your estate or a specific asset such as real
estate or securities. We can also assist you with a charitable trust that
generates lifetime income for you and provides a generous tax deduction. 
Alternatively, you may name Whispering Winds as a beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy or IRA.

If you need help, our staff is ready to assist you in making the best
charitable gift decisions to meet your financial needs. For more
information, please contact Martin Rosales, Executive Director, at
martin@whisperingwinds.org or 619-464-1479.
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2019
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tim Cusick
Chair

Jerry Sinclair
Vice Chair

Cheryl Doss
Secretary

KG Golly
CFO

John Bradel
Denise Casinelli
Bonnie Curtis
Curtis Helfers

Gary Mac Isaac
Mary Jo Patrick
Dcn. Jim Scull

Tim Slentz
Mike Spartz
Chuck Woo
John Wynne

Msgr. Mark Campbell

FULL TIME STAFF
Martin Rosales
Executive Director

Jeanette Kubelis
Human Resources & Administration

Steve Sapper
Controller

Gabriel Forrester
Director of Guest Services

Abbey Magpoc
Guest Services Coordinator

Terry Henberger
Development Officer

Paula Bott
Director of Marketing & Programs

Tim Lidberg
Director of Operations

Randy Salcido
Facilities Manager
Kelly Kendall

Guest Services Coordinator
Roberta Salcido

Food Service Manager
Terri Lidberg

Welcome Center Lead
Jose Beas

Facilities Lead
Jose Montes

Maintenance Caretaker
Martina Corona

Food Service Worker/Housekeeper
Lety Alvarez Nuno

Housekeeper
Nestor Quinonez

Groundskeeper

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR
As a member of our Monthly Donor Program, your sacrifice 
shares your faith with campers in a convenient way through
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) or credit card from your
designated account. Your consistent support allows us to make 
long-term plans for facility and ministry improvements. 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Your gift to the fund will send a child or family to camp.

STOCK, REAL ESTATE, OR GIFTS OF PROPERTY
Your gift of appreciated stock, real estate, art, vehicles and other
property is another way to support the camp and impact lives.

ONE-TIME DONATIONS
Your gift can be for where the need is greatest or designated for 
the specific area or program that has meaning to you and your 
family. A tribute gift is a heartfelt way to express your love
and appreciation for the life of someone while enriching the
lives of many. Such a gift is a great way to remember or honor 
someone special or commemorate a special time in your life
such as a birthday or anniversary. Ask if your company makes 
matching gifts for donations.

ANNUAL GALA SPONSORSHIP
Your family or business can support our largest fundraiser,
the Whispering Winds Gala, through numerous sponsorship
opportunities. Host a table, become a sponsor or
contribute an auction item. 

VOLUNTEER
Giving of your time and talent is always welcome. Numerous
opportunities at the camp and in the office arise throughout the 
year that benefit from the dedicated assistance of volunteers, 
young and old. 

WISHLIST
Whispering Winds accepts items for the camp and office such as 
archery, tennis, and basketball supplies; gardening tools, etc.
Consider donating your gently used or new items next time you 
do “spring cleaning.” You will receive a tax receipt for your
in-kind donation.

There are a number of ways
you can become more involved
in supporting our efforts:

If you are interested in participating, please
see our website at whisperingwinds.org and 

click on SUPPORT or contact us at
(619) 464-1479 or office@whisperingwinds.org.



Some photos courtesy of:
Bob Forrest Photography, your-precious-moments.com

Breslin Creative Photography, dbreslinphotography.smugmug.com

CAMP
17606 Harrison Park Rd.
Julian, CA 92036
760-765-1600

OFFICE
4636 Mission Gorge Pl. #203
San Diego, CA 92120
619-464-1479
office@whisperingwinds.org
whisperingwinds.org


